Ulnar nerve injury after closed forearm fractures in children.
We treated two children with the unusual complication of ulnar nerve palsy after closed both-bone forearm fractures. Both patients developed an ulnar claw-hand deformity within 7 weeks of injury that resolved spontaneously by 20 weeks postinjury with nonoperative treatment. No patient showed any signs or symptoms of an ischemic compartment syndrome. Both nerve injuries were identified immediately at the time of fracture by a careful neurologic examination. This avoids confusion with a postreduction nerve entrapment injury or ischemic injury after a localized compartment syndrome, which may have considerably different treatments and outcomes. We recommend that a careful neurologic examination be recorded before any manipulative reduction of forearm fractures in children. If an ulnar nerve palsy is detected, it is probably a result of nerve contusion and should resolve without the need for surgical exploration.